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Abstract: A post script written by Li Deyu on the “Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan
Envoy” (%) records events such as Tang Taizong’s appointment of an official position
and arrangement of marriage to Lu Dongzan, as well as Lu Dongzan’s refusal to accept Tang
Taizong's arrangement. The historical source of these events is not the Annals of Emperor
Taizong verified by Fu Xuancong and Zhou Jianguo but rather the “Legend of Tang Taizong’s
Nine Tests of Tibetan Welcoming Envoys,” which Li sent people to collect during his tenure as
the Jiedushi of Xichuan in Jiannan. Later, it was included in his book Record of Defending the
Southwest Frontier. This legend became popular because of the deification and reshaping
activities of Lu Dongzan and his sons during their period of monopolizing power. As a result,
the series of events recorded by Li Deyu in his postscript were able to enter the “Tibetan
Biography” of orthodox historical books such as Old Book of Tang, Tang Huiyao, New Book
of Tang, Zizhi Tongjian, Zizhi Tongjian Kaoyi, and Cefu Yuangui, becoming the so-called “true
and credible history.”

Keywords: Li Deyu; Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy(J 28/ ); Emperor
Taizong of Tang; Lu Dongzan; Tubo
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Introduction

The Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy (*V%5[]) is currently housed in the
Palace Museum in Beijing. On the left side of the painting, there are 14 lines of inscriptions
and postscripts written in small seal script. It is said that they were copied by Zhang Boyi,
a Song Dynasty scholar. This postscript mainly records the appointment of official positions
and arrangement of marriages by Emperor Taizong of Tang to Lu Dongzan, Lu Dongzan’s
refusal of Emperor Taizong’s arrangement, and Emperor Taizong’s insistence on finding a
marriage partner. Fu Xuancong and Zhou Jianguo conducted research on this postscript
from nine aspects, including historical information and sources of historical materials. They

believed that the earliest version of the postscript was written by Li Deyu, and the source
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of historical materials was the Annals of Emperor Taizong {X55523%) [1]. The work of
the Annals of Emperor Taizong is currently the most authoritative research in the academic
community on the source of historical materials for this section of the postscript. Its logical
reasoning includes two main aspects: first, there is temporal information, such as year,
month, and day, in the Annals of Emperor Taizong, and there is also information on the
timeline of events in the postscript; second, the content of the postscript is consistent with
that of the Zizhi Tongjian {%3i51E%) and OId Book of Tang. This article proposes that

the logic of the above argument is unreliable.

= The temporal information in the postscript and Annals of Emperor Taizong is the
same, which can only prove the authenticity of the time of events and some historical

facts about the events but cannot prove that all the historical facts are true;

=  LiDeyu attached great importance to compiling historical books and had a high level
of historical literacy. It seemed possible to construct an unreal history for other

purposes, and it was difficult to distinguish between truth and falsehood;

= Li Deyu wrote the postscript earlier, so there was also a possibility that it could

become a source of historical materials such as the Old Book of Tang.

In addition, there are three main concerns about the source of the historical materials in
this postscript. First, compared to the Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy, Yan
Liben’s brother Yan Lide’s “Princess Wencheng'’s surrender to Tibet” may be more in line
with the official narrative tradition of using images to record history. This matter is recorded
in the Art and Literature Annals of the New Book of Tang [2], and it is speculated that it
was created by Yan Lide according to the orders of Emperor Taizong of Tang. However,
this work has been lost. According to the painting title, it is speculated that the depicted
content should be scenes of Princess Wencheng bidding farewell to Emperor Taizong or
Empress Tang or Prince Li Daozong of Jiangxia escorting Princess Wencheng with
talismans. Analyzing the relationship between Tang and Tubo before and after the 15th year
of the Zhenguan reign (641) and comparing scenes depicted in the Palace Museum'’s
Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy, Yan Lide’s perspective may be more in

line with the orders and historical logic of Emperor Taizong of Tang.

Second, Shen Congwen doubted the authenticity of the author of the Emperor Taizong
Receiving the Tibetan Envoy and the events depicted in the painting: he believed that the
clothing of the characters matched and did not match the clothing of the early Tang
Dynasty, and it was also possible that they pieced together from the surviving Night Tour
of Emperor Yang 1%+ %00t ) and Official Tribute Painting. Even if the initial version
was created by Tang Dynasty people, it was considerably later than Yan Liben’s time. This
may have been completed after the completion of the “Seven things to do while walking”
(#5## .9 ) or even after the Kaiyuan or Tianbao period [3]. Third, based on the multiple
incidents of the Tang Dynasty and neighboring ethnic separatist regimes and alliances that
occurred around the 15th year of the Zhenguan reign (641), it can be inferred that this

postscript does not conform to historical logic.

50 Journal of Ancient Chinese Arts and Crafts



History or legend: An Analysis of the Historical Sources of the Refusal of Tang

Taizong’s Arranged Marriage by Lu Dongzan and Other Events Recorded in Li Deyu’s
Volumel, Issuel, August 2023

Postscript of Emperor Taizong Receiving the Titanium Envoy
In December of the thirteenth year of the Zhenguan reign (639), Princess Honghua married
the king of Tuyuhun and Murong Nuohebo. In June of the 14th year of the Zhenguan reign
(640), the king of Xue Yantuo sent envoys to propose to the Tang Dynasty [4]. In the sixth
month of the seventeenth year of the Zhenguan reign (643), King Xue Yantuo once again
sent envoys to the Chang’an to propose marriage [5]. Orthodox historical books such as the
Old Book of Tang either do not mention the envoys involved in the aforementioned events
at all or simply mention them, even if their status is higher than that of Lu Dongzan. For
example, there is no record of the details of the meeting with the king of Tuyuhun and the
son of the elder brother of the king Xue Yantuo. It is extremely rare to provide a detailed
description of the engagement of Princess Wencheng by Lu Dongzan or to place Lu
Dongzan in an absolute protagonist position. In addition, by retrospectively inserting the event
“Lu Dongzan refusing the marriage arranged by Emperor Taizong of Tang” after the period of
Emperor Gaozong of Tang, when national affairs were entrusted to Lu Dongzan for handling
[6], this approach is clearly inconsistent with the writing style of 77betan Biography in the
Old Book of Tang, New Book of Tang, and Tang Huiyao, which all adopt a chronological
style. This special narrative strategy suggests that this historical material may have been
revised later on rather than sourced from the Annals of Emperor Taizong or from the history

of the current dynasty.

All the above doubts call into question the authenticity of the Emperor Taizong Receiving
the Tibetan Envoy and the authenticity of the information recorded in the postscript. This
paper advocates going back to history and puts “Ludongzan’s refusal of Tang Taizong’s
marriage arrangement and other events” in the historical context of that time, examining and

distinguishing the sources of these historical materials from a historical logic perspective.

Analysis of Postscript Content

Emperor Taizong of Tang Appointed Lu Dongzan as a Right
Guard General

Li Deyu’s postscript recorded the appointment of Lu Dongzan as the Right Guard General
by Emperor Taizong of Tang and Lu Dongzan calling himself a minister. This article
believes that this information does not conform to historical logic, and the analysis is as

follows:

First, Songtsen Gampo had previously proposed to the daughter of Emperor Taizong of
Tang. Only after the absolute victory of the Tang Dynasty in the war against Tubo did
Emperor Taizong agree with his request and refer to Songtsen Gampo as his son-in-law [7].
Songtsen Gampo also accepted this relationship and referred to himself as a servant [8].
Furthermore, based on the historical fact that Emperor Taizong of Tang appointed Murong
Nuohebo, the king of Tuyuhun, as the Prince of Heyuan County (7i/J5#+E ), Emperor
Gaozong of Tang appointed Songtsen Gampo as the Commander of the Imperial Guard (
Ut &R ) and the Prince of the Western Sea (PiEH 1) [8], it can be inferred that during

the reign of Emperor Taizong of Tang, the political status of Tubo was much lower than
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that of Tuyuhun. It can be inferred that Emperor Taizong of Tang did not appoint Lu

Dongzan as an official.

Second, at that time, Tubo was not a territory under the rule of the Tang Dynasty or a
frontier prefecture but rather a relatively independent national separatist regime. According
to convention, appointing the Prime Minister first without appointing Zanpu (%) not
only violates national etiquette but also implies political turmoil. The following two events
support the above inference. First, the O/d Book of the Tang Dynasty recorded that Emperor
Taizong ordered the Minister of Rites, Li Daozong, the Prince of Jiangxia Prefecture, to escort
Princess Wencheng to Tibet and preside over the wedding with a rune [7]. The rune is evidence

that the Tang Dynasty sent envoys to visit the surrounding ethnic separatist regimes.

Third, a similar incident occurred in the 18th year of the Kaiyuan era, but the outcome was
completely different. The high-ranking official of Tubo, Ming Xilie, came to the Tang
Dynasty to arrange a peace treaty. Emperor Xuanzong of Tang was welcoming to Ming
Xilie and treated him with kindness and generosity, rewarding him with items such as a
purple robe, gold belt, and fish bag. However, he firmly refused to accept fish bags, arguing
that “Tubo does not have fish bags, so I dare not accept them [9].” At that time, the
relationship between Tubo and Tang was a nephew and uncle relationship, and the fish bag
implied the meaning of submitting to the Tang Dynasty. The implied meaning of not
accepting it was to refuse to submit to Emperor Xuanzong of Tang. The reward Emperor
Xuanzong offered and his reaction to the rejection of the gifts, as well as a series of
subsequent events [10], demonstrated that both of them tacitly recognized this kind of
nephew uncle relationship. When Lu Dongzan came to welcome Princess Wencheng, the
relationship between Tang and Tubo was not yet clear, and even Ming Xilie understood
that their relationship was complicated. As the prime minister, Lu Dongzan was aware of

the dynamics of Tang and Tubo’s diplomatic relations.

Emperor Taizong of Tang Arranged Marriage for Lu Dongzan

Li Deyu’s postscript also recorded events such as Emperor Taizong s arrangement of marriage
for Lu Dongzan. This paper suggests that this matter also does not conform to the logic of

implementing the pro-peace policy during the early Tang Dynasty. The analysis is as follows:

First, from the eighth year of the Zhenguan reign (634) to the fifteenth year of the
Zhenguan reign (641), Songtsen Gampo made three successive requests to Tang Taizong
for a marital alliance with a princess, and after eight years, he finally succeeded. Three
years after the great victory in Songzhou (638 in the twelfth year of the Zhenguan reign)
and the arrival of Lu Dongzan, the princess arrived in Chang’an, and the process can be
described as extremely tortuous. It is unfathomable that Lu Dongzan, who was the prime

minister, was able to arrange a marriage so easily.

Second, after his great victory in Songzhou, Songtsen Gampo had withdrawn his troops
and sent envoys to apologize to Emperor Taizong of Tang. Given that both sides had
reached an agreement on the border issue, there was no reason for the arranged marriage

to Ludongzan Furthermore, based on Princess Wencheng'’s status as a royal woman and
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discussions between Tang Taizong and ministers such as Fang Xuanling regarding Xue
Yantuo’s invasion and rebellion [11], Tang Taizong could not easily betroth the princess to
a king of a neighboring ethnic separatist regime, let alone a minister. Based on this analysis,
the belief that Emperor Taizong of Tang took the initiative to arrange a marriage without

Zanpu proposing for Lu Dongzan or Lu Dongzan himself proposing is unfounded.

Lu Dongzan Refused Tang Taizong’'s Arranged Marriage

Li Deyu’s postscript also recorded information such as Lu Dongzan’s refusal of Tang
Taizong’s arranged marriage proposal and Tang Taizong’s continued insistence on

marriage. This article suggests that this may also be untrue. The analysis is as follows:

First, Lu Dongzan bears the heavy responsibility of welcoming and escorting Tang Dynasty
princesses. In addition, he was wise, skilled in strategy, possessed a firm and resilient
character, and conducted himself with dignity [8]. If he refused Tang Taizong’s order for
personal reasons, Tang Taizong’s displeasure would inevitably ensue, which would affect
the completion of the task of welcoming the princess. Therefore, the likelihood of him

refusing Tang Taizong’s orders is low.

Second, in the postscript, Lu Dongzan described himself as a “minister,” “servant,” and
“paying respect” to the princess, revealing a clear tendency toward self-deprecation. The
above words are all expressions of confession and reporting from humble or young people
to respected elders. Lu Dongzan was so humble and submissive how could he intentionally

do something that goes against the orders of Emperor Taizong of Tang?

With Li Deyu’s outstanding talent, abilities, and rich historical knowledge, he most likely
discovered the truth about why Lu Dongzan’s rejected Emperor Taizong’s marriage
proposals. So why did he still write it in the postscript? In the article Metaphor and
Revelation: A Study of Li Deyu'’s Inscription and Postscript on the Bu Nian Tu, the author
has explored the reasons why Li Deyu remounted the Emperor Taizong Receiving the

Tibetan Envoy and inscribed it on the screen:

The postscripts are not a memory of the Taizong meeting with Lu Dongzan
approximately 200 years ago but rather an expression of the political humiliation
he suffered two years ago; moreover, the postscripts also indicate Li Deyu’s
experience when he served as Jiannan Xichuan Jiedushi and the frontier policy he
advocated. Specifically, the content of his postscripts may not only reveal the pain
he felt at the time but also give historical legitimacy to his frontier policy. The
postscripts reconstructed the events shown in the Emperor Taizong Receiving the
Tibetan Envoy painting seem to imply that his handling of the surrender of
Weizhou followed the principles and strategies of Taizong; However, emperor
Wenzong, Niu Sengru and Li Zongmin betrayed those who surrendered and
caused them to be tortured and killed, which violated the strategy established by
Taizong of how the empire controlled tributary states. In other words, Li Deyu’s
postscriptions of the “Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy” painting took
advantage of past events in the Taizong Dynasty and of policy applied to the
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kingdom of Tibet as a metaphor. While subtly reflecting on the era of Tang
Wenzong, one may assume what caused the incident involving the demise of the
surrendered general, known as Xida Mou, in Weizhou city. Furthermore, self-

Justification should be provided for these actions. [12]

Path of “Lu Dongzan Refusing Tang Taizong's
Arranged Marriage and Other Events” Entering the
Orthodox History Book

Li Deyu is very familiar with the geography, customs, products, culture, and other
knowledge of Tubo. During his tenure as the Jiedushi (& {#) of Jiannan Xichuan, he
gathered knowledge of border affairs; personally visited mountains, cities, and roads; and
wrote a thirteen-volume Record of defending the Southwest Frontier, mainly recording
information about tribes, mountains, cities, cities, roads, transportation, and enemy
situations in Sichuan and Tubo. It is believed that the postscript may have been taken from
the legend passed down by Tubo at that time, which states that Emperor Taizong of Tang

tested the Tibetan envoys nine times before welcoming the family of the bride into the city.

Sa Rentuoya believes that the legend of Emperor Taizong of Tang testing the Tibetan envoy
nine times originated much earlier than the earliest recorded Zhujian Shi, ([ 5) [13]
which appeared in the form of theatrical performances in the late 7th and early 8th centuries.
The legend, on the other hand, originated in the mid to late 7th century and was based on
the true historical event of Songtsen Gampo marrying Princess Wencheng [14]. The
emergence and spread of this legend in the Tibetan region may be related to the deification
and reshaping of Lu Dongzan by Lu Dongzan and his sons after monopolizing power [6].
Li Qinpu believes that this legend not only indicates that Lu Dongzan was smarter than people
from other ethnic separatist regimes but also metaphorically suggests that at that time, only the

intelligence of the Tubo people could compete with that of the Tang Dynasty [15].

This perspective can also be seen in the descriptions of Tang Tibetan relations in ancient
Tibetan language documents such as Zhujian Shi. “At that time, the Tang Dynasty (also
known as Dashi, Turkic, and other countries) often sent envoys to ‘pay tribute’ to the Tubo
people [16].” This can also be seen in the letter written by Songtsen Gampo to Emperor
Taizong of Tang: “If you insist on refusing to betroth the princess to me, my incarnation
army will conquer your land [17].” This paper also suggests that only Lu Dongzan himself
and his sons shape him as the protagonist of history. The findings of this article can be

mutually verified with those of Sar Rentoya, Li Qinpu, Bai Guisi, and others.

The author speculates that the path through which events such as Lu Dongzan’s rejection
of Tang Taizong’s arranged marriage and others entered the orthodox historical records are
as follows: during the reign of Emperor Wuzong of Tang, Li Deyu managed the central
government, supervised the compilation of the current dynasty’s history, and submitted the
Record of Defending the Southwest Frontier containing the legend of “Tang Taizong testing
the Tibetan welcoming envoy nine times” to the emperor for review [18]. As a result, the

Record of Defending the Southwest Frontier, along with the reframed Emperor Taizong
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Receiving the Tibetan Envoy, were preserved in the Jixian Hall Academy or Historical
Museum and became one of the sources of historical materials for writing the Wuzong
Shilu. Lu Dongzan'’s refusal to marry was also included in orthodox historical books such as
the Old Book of Tang, Tang Huiyao, New Book of Tang, Zizhi Tongjian, and Zizhi Tongjian
Kaoyi[19]. Cefu Yuangui {HHFFIGfE) , edited by Wang Qinruo (962-1025), also recorded
this incident, and its wording was almost identical to that of Li Deyu’s postscript. In his
Annals of the Spring and Ming Dynasties, Song Mingiu (1019-1076) recorded that the
Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy was once collected at Wang Qinruo’s home
[20]. Therefore, the author believes that the record in Cefir Yuangui can be derived from this
postscript [15].

Conclusion

The events recorded by Li Deyu in the postscript to Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan
Envoy, such as Emperor Taizong’s appointment of marriage and official positions for Lu
Dongzan and Lu Dongzan’s refusal to accept Emperor Taizong’s marriage arrangement,
are not real events that have occurred throughout history. Among all the events mentioned
above, the historical source of Jia Xu in the spring of the 15th year of the Zhenguan reign
should be the Annals of Emperor Taizong or the history of the current dynasty. The other
sources of historical information are not related to the Annals of Emperor Taizong but
rather come from the “The legend of Emperor Taizong of Tang testing the Tibetan envoys
for nine times” collected by Li Deyu during his tenure as the Jiedushi of Xichuan in
Jiannan, which was later included in the Record of Defénding the Southwest Frontier and
became the Book of Two Tang Dynasties, One of the sources of historical materials for the
Tibetan Biography in 7ang Huiyao and Zizhi Tongjian. The record of Cefu Yuangui is
different from the orthodox historical books mentioned above and originates from Wang
Qinruo’s copying of the postscript on the painting scroll of Emperor Taizong Receiving the
Tibetan Envoy collected at home. The popularity of the legend of Emperor Taizong of Tang
for testing Tibetan envoys nine times in the Tubo region is related to the deification and
reshaping of Lu Dongzan by Lu Dongzan and his sons during their period of monopolizing
power. The reason Li Deyu wrote this postscript was related to Xi Damou’s surrender.
Through the postscript, he subtly expressed his intention to explain the injustice and reward

those who sacrificed their lives for loyalty to the country to the officials and the emperor.

Contflicts of Interest:
The author has no conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, or

publication of this article.

Funding:
This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public,

commercial, or not-for-profit sectors.

Acknowledgments:

Not applicable.

55 Journal of Ancient Chinese Arts and Crafts



Volumel, Issuel, August 2023

History or legend: An Analysis of the Historical Sources of the Refusal of Tang
Taizong’s Arranged Marriage by Lu Dongzan and Other Events Recorded in Li Deyu’s

Postscript of Emperor Taizong Receiving the Titanium Envoy

Author Contribution:

The author has written the article alone without committing plagiarism.

References and Notes

10

11

Xuancong Fu and Jianguo Zhou, “The postscript for the ‘Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan Envoy’ is a
commentary written by Li Deyu,” The Documentation, no.2 (2004): 60-69.

e, I, CPREED) BN ERAE IR, STHR, no.2 (2004): 60-69. [cnki]

[Song Dynasty] Ou Yangxiu and Song Qizhuan, New Book of Tang, Volume 59, Treatises 49, Arts 3 (Beijing:
Edited by Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 1560.

[R] BRERME, Kb, CHRE BTt ILEBN -2 =) (bat: e R ER AL, 1975), 1560.
Shen Congwen, Chinese Ancient Costume Research (Shanghai: Shanghai Bookstore Publishing House, 2017),276.
S, (b E A AURMEET L) (i BigFhE L, 2017), 276.

[Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 3, Annals 3, Emperor Taizong 2 (Beijing: Edited
by Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 51.

Ua ] XSS, (BB = ARLH =K% T) (Atat: FEPRmER L, 1975), 51.

[Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 3, Annals 3, Emperor Taizong 2 (Beijing: Edited by
Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 55.

Ua ] XIS, C(IHEE = AL = KR T) (Atat: TEHRmER L, 1975), 55.

[Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 146, Tubo 1 (Beijing: Edited by
Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 5222-5223.

Ua ] XURSE, (IR A — L toN B L s — F o8 bemt 3 1) (ALat: sheA Rgmis il ik, 1975),
5222-5223.

[Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 146, Tubo 1 (Beijing: Edited by
Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 5221.

U] xS, CIH A & —m Ut oN b 5SS — T 0o be mk 3 B ) (AUt shEPs RgmiEET R, 1975), 5221.
[Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 146, Tubo 1 (Beijing: Edited by
Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 5222.

Ve XUEE, (IR G — T U8 Lo eSS —F o8 bemb3E ) (AER: e Rt Rk, 1975), 5222.
[Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 146, Tubo I (Beijing: Edited by
Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 5231.

Ve XU, (IR G — T U N Lo SME S —F o8 bemb3E B (AER: e Rt Rk, 1975), 5231.
The Tang Dynasty and Tubo erected boundary markers at Chiling, mutually agreeing not to encroach upon each
other. [Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 146, Tubo I (Beijing: Edited
by Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 5231.

JERA S AR ARG BT T, 25 HARAMRIC . [EE] XIHEE, (IR & —H Lt b e —H i+ tk
i3 E) (Abnt: PAERRAER R, 1975), 5231

Tang Taizong mentioned two strategies to address the issue of Xue Yantuo’s border disturbances: one was military
aggression, and the other was establishing marital ties through intermarriage. [Tang Dynasty] Zhen Guan Zheng
Yao Ji Jiao (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 2021),538.

JER SR P SRS T LU R B S S AR SR O T — NSRRI, o5 — DRI AR . [ Rwidk,
W RCERRE, CGURBCESR (BITAD ) (. HiefiF, 2021), 538.

56 Journal of Ancient Chinese Arts and Crafts


https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=f950eQlbaWnRYI5dcmbaLzw2J7RKfE99ITMXweKdyq-2MsVd2WZMp6I1DKO_fmNA4c1SvW-5K-UxyhWCwem4yyfQvsK7txnx7F74Z4pYkNBcPYLpgeeXvsEH6Fr_mAmQ&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS

History or legend: An Analysis of the Historical Sources of the Refusal of Tang

Taizong’s Arranged Marriage by Lu Dongzan and Other Events Recorded in Li Deyu’s
Volumel, Issuel, August 2023

Postscript of Emperor Taizong Receiving the Titanium Envoy

12 Qinzeng Li, “Allegory and exoneration: On Li Deyu’s postscript attached to Emperor Taizong Receiving the Tibetan
Envoy,” Journal of Chongging University (Social Science Edition), no.5 (2022): 151-161.

BRI SIS PR BERERE L, ERRSEM (HE2FAM), no.5 (2022): 151-161. [enki]

13 The events such as “Ludongzan’s refusal of the marriage arranged by Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty” are
known in Tibetan literature as the “The Legend of the Nine Tests of Tang Taizong’s Emissaries.” This legend is first
found in the 11th chapter Inviting Princess Wencheng of the Zhu Jian Shi and is also present in Tibetan texts such
as The Origin and Development of the Diwu Religion, The Origin and Development of the Niangshi Religion, The Mani
Treasure Compilation, Tang Yi, The Joyful Banquet of the Wise, and others. To this day, this legend continues to be
widely circulated among the folk in Tibet, and there are related Tibetan operas handed down. Zhu Jian Shi is also
known as “ Biography of the Tibetan King Songtsen Gampo—Legacy of Princess Jinmian” or “Legacy of Songtsen
Gampo,” primarily recording the early history of the Tibetan monarchy and Buddhist rule, the incarnations of
Songtsen Gampo, his remarkable achievements, and the stories of figures like Chizun and Princess Wencheng.

The exact time of the compilation of the ZAu Jian Shi is somewhat unclear, but most scholars believe it was written
between the 11th and 13th centuries.

“RRIRBABL ARSI S, AERIE SR AR 7 BEASR LR B R SR M AR o e
WF RN SE) St —& GUIESORAE) b, BT ORSEEER) (RREEER) GDEEIE)

(ai) (WREER) SRR . 24, XU AT uiife, A HRBRAEt. G
AR HERRAE (b ia e Al — <) Bl CRBEFAGH) 4, TECEnt 3 RN £ 5 m
WHEGEG . BT AR . FIHSIL LIRS SO A AR F . RS i A FBER,
REHAF NN 11-13 1A,

14 SaRen Tuo Ya, “The Evolution of the Legend of Ludongzan in the Mongolian Region,” China Tibetology,
no.1 (2008): 215.

FATFEHE, SRR RARBEEUD) %, A 585, no.1 (2008): 215. [cnki]

15 Qinpu Li, “A Eulogy of Great Wisdom: The Comparison of the Stories Treating Ants and Pearls in Tibetan and
Chinese Sources,” International Journal of Eurasian Studies, no.11 (2015): 95.
ZREhBE, BEALSE—— DO G LM R RO ), no. 11 (2015): 95. [enki]

16 Christopher I. Beckwith, Tibet in Central Asia: Early Medieval History of the Struggle between Tibet, the Turks,
the Abbasid Caliphate, and the Tang Dynasty (Wulumugi: Xinjiang People’s Publishing House, 2012), 143.

FAEE, (g rednip: sty 3 . SRR, K. FSF8) (B8RS Bl ARt 2012), 143.

17 [Ancient India] Excavation of Adi Gorge Venerable, Translated by Yajun Lu, Zhu Jian Shi. The Legacy of Songtsen
Gampo (Beijing: China Tibetology Publishing House, 2010), 90.

[ ENREE] o] e Ik 250 2 R4, 7 S 5 96y, CREIA] S AR B AR s ) (bt op B A, 2010), 90.

18  The New Book of Tang, Wen Xian Tong Kao, Chong Wen Zong Mu and 7ong Zhi, all have records of this
event. After the Yuan Dynasty, the book was lost.

Corf « 20 CubtiE®) (R H) (GBS « 20008 WX AAFHAICHE, TRk,

19 [Later Jin Dynasty] Liu Xun et al. Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 146, Tubo 1 (Beijing: Edited by
Zhonghua Book Company Editorial Department, 1975), 5222-5223; [Song Dynasty] Wang Pu, Tang Hui Yao,
Volume 97, Tubo (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1960), 1731; [Song Dynasty] Wang Qinruo, Proofread by
Gang Cheng, Ce Fu Yuan Gui, Volume 962, External Ministers 7, Virtuous Conduct ( Nanjing: Phoenix Publishing,
2006), 11153; [Song Dynasty] Ou Yangxiu, and Song Qi, Old Book of Tang, Volume 196, Biographies 141, Tubo
1 (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1975), 6075; [Song Dynasty] Sima Guang, Zi Zhi Tong Jian, Volume 196,
Tang Annals 12, Zhenyuan Era 15 (Beijing: Zhonghua Book Company, 1956), 6164;

Ua ] XSS, (IR A — T Lo B L Es — F o8 bemt 3 1) (ALat: shAeAs RgmiE il ik, 1975),
5222-5223; [R] E#, (ERZ-BIut-Lenk#F) (dbnt: AR, 1960), 1731; [R] EHE S EE )

57 Journal of Ancient Chinese Arts and Crafts


https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=f950eQlbaWkL3NXLQPUCq28qcVsj2wHUoHsNYcZNlkZ3AHjkHqaLDXvOUE3GtnWnOWFxP7eJ-kkE6g9G54KM1sHzYfG1qJloeD3Rxwoie9KlHmoWY2HTs4KoziSc5qasyUdzraw7mC8=&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=f950eQlbaWnKEFJX6ta7TeHxQ4AJZ5xXGUu7rbpKm4MFXEAjyJe-lArgETgysKFD2BsNRQADhOkX9mWGGfHdPrHuvxARR48JUM8BCZuur8ny3wlHNtNaQwtPtHwQrk3j&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS
https://kns.cnki.net/kcms2/article/abstract?v=f950eQlbaWnvU8mV3Z0VApEXrCibIRaVRv8_t2YsYKipq7ErRzicDALr52bY9Y2KBRRgL9uIvm0Wzys0a6-wT3yPI2MOtmMchayHnCj_p4p6P5WwvZGzZkXjEAlftb0AfJPV6zjH8Xw=&uniplatform=NZKPT&language=CHS

History or legend: An Analysis of the Historical Sources of the Refusal of Tang
Taizong’s Arranged Marriage by Lu Dongzan and Other Events Recorded in Li Deyu’s

Volumel, Issuel, August 2023 B . . Lo
olumel, Issuel, August 2( Postscript of Emperor Taizong Receiving the Titanium Envoy

SR, (HIR T B ILA AN SRR (B < BHAT) (Bamt: RURHIARAL, 2006), 11153; [R] BEKFHZSE,
CHrEF 8 =1 — N Lo dEE—E P+ — benk3F b)) (Ab5t: e m g, 1975), 6075; [ K]
e, (BREE-EH Tt Lt e RFE R ORERT F B h 2 d e jOW T4 (dbst:
)5, 1956), 6164;
20 [Song Dynasty] Mingiu Song, Proofread by Gang Cheng, Chun Ming Tui Chao Lu- Part II (Beijing: Zhonghua
Book Company, 1980), 34-35.
[R] RBCREE NG, (EIE#ST) (dent: hE4)R, 1980), 34-35;

58 Journal of Ancient Chinese Arts and Crafts



	Introduction
	Analysis of Postscript Content
	Emperor Taizong of Tang Appointed Lu Dongzan as a Right Guard General
	Emperor Taizong of Tang Arranged Marriage for Lu Dongzan
	Lu Dongzan Refused Tang Taizong’s Arranged Marriage
	Path of “Lu Dongzan Refusing Tang Taizong’s Arranged Marriage and Other Events” Entering the Orthodox History Book
	Conclusion
	References and Notes

